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Division 16:  Mid West Development Commission, $1 550 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman.   

Mr F.M. Logan, Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for the Midwest, Wheatbelt and Great 
Southern.   

Mr G.J. Baesjou, Chief Executive Officer.   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to the second dot point on page 290 of the Budget 
Statements.  Will he elaborate on some of the issues involved in the declining and ageing of the mining and 
pastoral regions, and what that means to the mid west?   

Mr BAESJOU:  With respect to the mining and pastoral areas, we are working with the mining industry to 
capture as much as we can for the benefit of the community.  We are trying to encourage the involvement of 
some of the workers from regional centres such as Mt Magnet, Cue, Meekatharra and Wiluna.  We are also 
working with the communities to empower them with a confident outlook for their future.  Some of that effort 
has resulted in the Q Fest, which is a major community festival in Cue.  It draws people to the community and is 
quite a good money-spinner for the centre.  We are working with Meekatharra to develop a community plan, and 
we have worked with the Shire of Murchison to develop a community futures plan in an attempt to ameliorate 
the fluctuations.  We are working on additional opportunities for the agricultural communities.  The proposed Mt 
Gibson mining operation means the potential for good employment opportunities in Mullewa.  The same can be 
said for Perenjori and Morawa with the second part of the Mt Gibson mining operation.  We are also working 
with the Shire of Carnamah on replacement industries when Iluka winds down at Eneabba.   

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to one of the major initiatives for 2003-04 on page 297 of the 
Budget Statements, namely, the eight new exporters for the mid west.  Will the parliamentary secretary expand 
on that?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Given that that is an operational matter, I ask Mr Baesjou to answer the question.   

Mr BAESJOU:  That is a reflection of the contract that the Mid West Development Commission has entered into 
with the Australian Trade Commission.  A trade development adviser is on staff and it is a performance-based 
contract.  We have undertaken to develop eight new exporters from within the mid west as part of that contract.   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to the second dot point under major achievements for 
2002-03 on page 293 of the Budget Statements.  Will the parliamentary secretary comment on the 24 regional 
projects that will contribute to the sustainable development of the mid west?   

Mr BAESJOU:  They range from direct funding for the marine research institute interpretive centre at Separation 
Point to funding for the master plan of a site selected for the Geraldton universities.  Funding has also gone into 
the regional towns; for example, the main street in Coorow has been upgraded.  There is funding for ground 
water usage for the Shire of Perenjori, the development of a Murchison community futures plan and a camel 
feasibility study, which is based on Wiluna.  We have secured another partner through the Gascoyne-Murchison 
strategy to look at seed collection businesses based at Wiluna.  We are trying to promote indigenous employment 
in the area.  There is also a central business district coordinator for the City of Geraldton.  I can provide the rest 
of the information on notice.   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  What type of finance is involved?   

Mr BAESJOU:  The total allocation is $400 000.  The funding varies from a maximum of $38 000 to $5 000.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to the output and appropriation summary on page 291 of 
the Budget Statements.  I note that invariably there is a reduction in the out years in the budget for the Mid West 
Development Commission.  Knowing development commissions as I do, I would not expect there to be a 
reduction of activity in those areas, because, as has already been outlined, they are vibrant areas.  There is no 
detail for outputs 1, 2 and 3.  Why is there no detail for the out years of 2004-05, 2005-06 and 2006-07?  Is a 
reduction expected in the activity of the Mid West Development Commission?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I refer the member to the total consolidated fund appropriations on page 291.  That figure 
stays relatively stable from 2001-2002 through to 2003-04.  I acknowledge that there was a decline in the 
intervening two years, but it then remains stable to 2004-05.  I will refer to Mr Baesjou the question about the 
lack of detail for the total outputs in the out years for information advice, investment facilitation and 
infrastructure and service development in the mid west.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The truth of the matter is that they are all reduced.  The estimated figure for 2002-03 is for 
what is happening this year, but there is no doubt that there is a reduction in the out years no matter what line 
one looks at.   
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Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I do not disagree that in 2003-04 and 2004-05 there is a reduction. 

Mr BAESJOU:  I will refer first to the reductions.  The increases to $1.55 million this year and $1.502 million 
the following year affect the appropriations.  The commission is holding funding for the Geraldton universities 
centre and that has caused the spike in 2003-04 and 2004-05.  It goes back to a fairly level figure for 2005-06, 
and the increase in 2006-07 reflects some capital funding of $229 000 for the Kalbarri slipway.  There is no 
detail in the out years for those three outputs because it is a break-up of the total appropriation and it depends on 
where we are concentrating our efforts - whether it is on information, advice and investment facilitation or 
infrastructure and services.  We prefer to do that closer to the end of the financial year when we have a much 
better picture of the dynamics of the region. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Do they still have to stay within the parameters of the total cost and the outputs? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Yes. 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to the second dot point on page 294, and seek his 
comment on the pilot project of the Mingenew school management committee. 

Mr BAESJOU:  The Mingenew school management committee was concerned that the quality of life in country 
towns was not being promoted to try to attract graduating teachers to the country.  The commission has joined 
with the school management committee to develop a pilot project that will be trialled on some of the primary 
teachers who are currently attending the Geraldton universities centre and, depending on their feedback, the 
project will be expanded.  We will certainly be working with Perth universities to promote teaching opportunities 
in the region. 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  On page 294 under major initiatives for 2003-04, at the second dot point there is 
reference to completing the development and implementation of a database of government agency initiatives.  
What will this achieve? 

Mr BAESJOU:  That is connected to the heads of government forums convened by the Government.  It is trying 
to bring together in a useable form the various initiatives of all the agencies that are located in Geraldton.  We 
use that across the region so that local government in particular, which is our client, and other government 
departments have an understanding of what each agency is doing. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  At page 297 under major initiatives for 2003-04, the second last dot point refers to work 
with Japanese companies to establish a kaolin beneficiation industry and a photovoltaic wafer industry in the 
region.  These seem to be very important industries with great potential.  Is the kaolin operation based on already 
existing mining operations, and what does the photovoltaic wafer industry provide to us that we cannot already 
do ourselves?  I understand we have some knowledge and technology in that area. 

Mr BAESJOU:  The kaolin industry is based on developing a deposit to the north east of Kojarena. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Does that already exist? 

Mr BAESJOU:  The deposit is there, but there is no operation; it is an untapped deposit.  The primary trial work 
has been done with the kaolin; samples have been sent to Japan and it has met the requirement of less than two 
microns to be suitable for paper coating.  We have a project officer in Japan working with Japanese companies to 
try to take that project forward.  The technology for the photovoltaic wafer industry is in Western Australia but 
we need funding to get that project going.  The project proponents are interested in using the mid west, and at the 
moment we are trying to raise some capital in Japan on their behalf. 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  Can I have a definition of the high need communities referred to on page 294 in the 
third dot point under major initiatives for 2003-04? 

Mr BAESJOU:  High-need communities are basically the seven Murchison shires.  So far we have worked with 
the Shire of Murchison to develop that community futures plan, because it is more affected by the dry season, 
and that has received strong community support.  We have also concentrated a lot of effort at Wiluna to try to 
develop indigenous employment opportunities.  We are currently working at Meekatharra.  We have done some 
work at Mt Magnet, particularly through the local government authority, and that has settled down and we are 
now turning our focus to Cue. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  We could ask a lot of questions because there are so many good things happening in your 
area, but we are short of time.  We will visit and ask those questions on a personal basis some time in the future. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


